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Press Statement
On 15 November 2008 the Palestinian people commemorated the 20th anniversary of their Declaration of Independence. On that historic day in 1988, representatives of the Palestinian people convened at the Palestine National Council in Algeria declared unanimously the independence of the State of Palestine with Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its capital. Adopted under the banner of the Palestine Liberation Organization, the sole and legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, and under the leadership of the late President Yasser Arafat, who symbolized the just Palestinian cause and struggle, this Declaration is a summation of the will and national aspirations of the Palestinian people and their unwavering commitment to the realization of their inalienable human rights.  

The additional historic significance of the Palestinian Declaration of Independence is clear as it represented a message of peace, even in a time of turmoil and suffering, rising above the wounds of statelessness, exile as refugees and occupation and looking forward to a future of peace and prosperity. Indeed, this noble message received overwhelming international support, with more than one hundred countries recognizing the Declaration and conveying a firm message to Israel, the occupying power, that it could no longer remain intransigent in its denial of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people to self-determination, freedom and independence. 

Shortly after this resounding Declaration, the Palestinian people embarked on a new phase in their journey towards realization of their right to self-determination with the establishment of the Palestinian Authority in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.  Despite their high hopes for the ultimate establishment of their independent State based on the two-State solution on the basis of United Nations resolutions and the 1967 borders, the Palestinian people remained well aware of the many obstacles and difficult realty on the ground; a reality imposed by an occupying Power that has sought at all times to force a unilateral military, colonial solution by its oppression of the Palestinian people and its creation of illegal facts on the ground intended to advance the de facto annexation of more Palestinian land.  

Indeed it has been twenty years since that day of hope and euphoria of the Declaration and, regrettably, in this period, the Palestinian people and their just cause have endured many tumultuous times, often unprecedented in the brutality and aggressive nature of the occupying Power.  This has included the continued illegal construction of settlements and the colonial Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the unlawful collective punishment of the Palestinian people by the occupying Power by all inhumane means and measures, including imprisonment of thousands of civilians and its criminal siege of the entire Palestinian civilian population in the Gaza Strip, where a humanitarian disaster continues to unfold.
The Palestinian people have nevertheless remained resilient and continued to persevere against this brutal occupation, unwavering in their determination to realize their inalienable rights and establish their independent State of Palestine, which shall provide its people with the freedom, dignity, and peace they have so long sought and struggled for.  As we commemorate this important occasion, we are also aware of the responsibilities we bear and thus reiterate our commitment to work tirelessly to achieve national reconciliation and unity and turn the page of national division, which has caused severe damage to our just cause and aspirations.

The Palestinian people have chosen a negotiated, just and comprehensive peace settlement as the means to achieving their legitimate national rights.  Peace and security can never be achieved through the unilateral and unlawful measures that continue to be undertaken by Israel, the occupying Power.  The Palestinian people thus reaffirm their commitment to achieving a peace that respects relevant U.N. resolutions and is in accordance with the rules and principles of international law enshrined therein; a peace that ends the prolonged, illegal Israeli occupation and allows for the establishment of the independent State of Palestine in all of the Palestinian Territory occupied by Israel in 1967, including East Jerusalem as its capital. This is the historical compromise that they have been brave enough to embrace and defend with an unshakable steadfastness and determination. 

On this occasion of the 20th anniversary of the Palestinian Declaration of Independence, the Palestinian people thus reaffirm their conviction that international law, peace and justice will ultimately prevail and renew their appeal to the international community to uphold its legal, political and moral responsibilities in this regard to promote the realization of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people and a just, lasting and peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine in all its aspects, including a just resolution for the plight of the Palestine refugees and the establishment of the independent State of Palestine with East Jerusalem as its capital. 







New York, 18 November 2008
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