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Dr Erakat condemns Israeli decision to add Palestinian heritage and archeological sites to Israeli list 
Chief Palestinian Negotiator Dr. Saeb Erakat condemned the announcement made by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to include several Palestinian heritage and archaeological sites within the occupied Palestinian territory on a list of Israeli “heritage sites”. 

 

The Israeli list includes the Mosque of Ibrahim in Hebron, Rachel’s Tomb in Bethlehem, Herodion (South of Jerusalem), Qumran (South of Jericho) and Susiya (South of Hebron). 

 

“The unilateral decision to make Palestinian sites in Hebron and Bethlehem part of Israel shows there is no genuine partner for peace, but an occupying power intent on consolidating Palestinian lands.” 

 

“The Quartet and the rest of the International community are putting their efforts to restart negotiations. The announcement shows once again that Mr. Netanyahu is actively working to sabotage the two-state solution. Control over archeological and tourist sites are part of the continuing Israeli settlement enterprise.” Dr. Erekat added that “Israel continues to profit from its occupation of Palestinian lands and its exploitation of Palestinian resources. This must stop for there to be the foundation for good neighborly relations between two states.” 

 

“We call on the international community to put an end to Israel’s settlement activity and to denounce the Israeli decision,” Dr. Erakat concluded. 
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